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% Neither/
nor

18
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9
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44

26

18
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23

11

15

29
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3

4

7

3

8

7

6

14

12
Britain probably has 
tough rules governing 
animal experimentation

I expect that the rules in 
Britain on animal 
experimentation are well 
enforced

I trust the inspectors of 
animal facilities to bring to 
light any misconduct that 
may be occurring at 
animal research institutes

% Tend to 
disagree

% Don’t 
know

% Strongly 
disagree

% Strongly 
agree

% Tend to 
agree

Base: c.1,000 British adults, 7 – 12 December 2006 and 29 November – 7 December 2007

Q How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements 
about the rules and regulations governing animal experimentation?

Trust in the Regulatory System has 
changed since 2006

+5

+4

+3

+5

% change 
since 2006

Agree Disagree

-1

+1

-1

+2
I have a lack of trust in 
the regulatory system 
about animal 
experimentation
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% Neither/
nor

26

16

15

43

44

40

19

13

10

20

5

3

9

5

7

3

11

11
I feel that unnecessary 
duplication of animal 
experiments may go on

I wouldn’t be surprised if 
some animal 
experiments go on 
behind closed doors 
without an official licence

% Tend to 
disagree

% Don’t 
know

% Strongly 
disagree

% Strongly 
agree

% Tend to 
agree

Q How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements 
about the rules and regulations governing animal experimentation?

Suspicion about experiments has also 
changed since 2006

+3

+4

+1

% change 
since 2006

Agree Disagree

+1

+1

+4
I trust the scientists not 
to cause unnecessary 
suffering to the animals 
being experimented on

Base: c.1,000 British adults, 7 – 12 December 2006 and 29 November – 7 December 2007 �
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Views are Mixed on Trust and 
Enforcement

%
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Base: c. 1,000 British adults

Statement A – I expect that the rules in Britain on animal experimentation are well enforced
Statement B – I have a lack of trust in the regulatory system about animal experimentation
Statement C – I feel that unnecessary duplication of animal experiments may go on
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Base: c. 1,000 British adults

Statement A – It does not bother me if animals are used in experimentation
Statement B – I am not interested in the issue of animal experimentation

Lack of interest is decreasing
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8Base: c. 1,000 British adults

29

56

85

88

2006

868687-
Conditional 
Acceptor (of any of 
the 3 statements)

31323944Objector

58564532Unconditional 
Acceptor 

89899084
Conditional 
Acceptor (of any of 
the 4 statements)

2007200520021999

See appendix for full definitions of these categories

Overall, the 3 viewpoints are the 
same as in recent years
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4

% Neither/
nor

29

22

28

15

47

52

43

35

12

14

16

7

9

21

5

5

4

9

2

2

3

3

11

8

% Tend to 
disagree

% Don’t 
know

% Strongly 
disagree

% Strongly 
agree

% Tend   
to agree

Q How strongly do you agree or disagree with these more general 
statements about animal experimentation?

+4

-2

+1

% change 
since 2006

Agree Disagree

+2

+1

-1

Base: c.1,000 British adults, 7 – 12 December 2006 and 29 November – 7 December 2007

I can accept animal 
experimentation so long as 
it is for medical research 
purposes

I can accept animal 
experimentation so long as 
there is no unnecessary 
suffering to the animals

I agree with animal 
experimentation for all types 
of medical research, where 
there is no alternative

Animal experimentation for 
medical research purposes 
should only be conducted 
for life-threatening diseases

+3 -3

Conditional acceptance is still high
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% Neither/
nor

16

5

37

17 18

18 10

27

3

2

16

32
It does not bother me if 
animals are used in 
experimentation

I agree with animal 
experimentation for all 
types of research where 
there is no alternative

% Tend to 
disagree

% Don’t 
know

% Strongly 
disagree

% Strongly 
agree

% Tend to 
agree

Q How strongly do you agree or disagree with these more general 
statements about animal experimentation?

Unconditional acceptance has changed 
in one respect

+2

-2

% change 
since 2006

Agree Disagree

+5

-1

Base: c.1,000 British adults, 7 – 12 December 2006 and 29 November – 7 December 2007 �
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% Neither/
nor

11

8

15

10 16

35 14

31

3

2

22

33

I do not support the use 
of animals in any 
experimentation because 
of the importance I place 
on animal welfare

The Government should 
ban all experiments on 
animals for any form of 
research

% Tend to 
disagree

% Don’t 
know

% Strongly 
disagree

% Strongly 
agree

% Tend to 
agree

Q How strongly do you agree or disagree with these more general 
statements about animal experimentation?

Objection is the Same as in 2006

+3

+1

% change 
since 2005

Agree Disagree

-2

0

Base: c.1,000 British adults, 7 – 12 December 2006 and 29 November – 7 December 2007 �
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Strength of Feeling has Increased on 
Several Fronts

8%

16%

23%

24%

31%

11%

20%

28%

29%

36%

2007
2006

% Strongly agree
There needs to be more research into 
alternatives to animal experimentation

I can accept animal experimentation so 
long as there is no unnecessary suffering 
to the animals

I do not support the use of animals in any 
experimentation because of the importance 
I place on animal welfare

I agree with animal experimentation for all 
types of medical research, where there is 
no alternative

Q How strongly do you agree or disagree with these more general 
statements about animal experimentation?

Animal experiments for medical research 
purposes are a necessary evil

Base: c.1,000 British adults, 7 – 12 December 2006 and 29 November – 7 December 2007 �
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10

% Neither/
nor

9

7

35

32 22

21 11

11

3

3

20

24

% Tend to 
disagree

% Don’t 
know

% Strongly 
disagree

% Strongly 
agree

% Tend   
to agree

Q How strongly do you agree or disagree with these statements about 
animal experimentation?

-6

-3

% change 
since 2006

Agree Disagree

+1

-1

Base: c.1,000 British adults, 7 – 12 December 2006 and 29 November – 7 December 2007

I can accept animal 
experimentation for 
testing chemicals that 
could harm wildlife or 
the environment

I can accept animal 
experimentation for 
testing chemicals that 
could harm people
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83%

74%

72%

69%

47%

Hand out leaflets

Write letters

Organise petitions

Q Which, if any, of the following do you feel are acceptable things for 
an animal rights organisation to do if it were protesting about the use 
of animals in research?

% Top 5 Acceptable

Ask people to put a protest 
sticker/poster in their window

Organise a 
demonstration/protest outside 
research laboratories 

Base: 944 British adults, 29 November – 7 December 2007

% change 
since 2006

+3

+4

+1

+4

+5
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85%

83%

81%

75%

70%

Base: 944 British adults, 29 November – 7 December 2007

% change 
since 2006

+4

+5

-2

+2

+2

Q Which, if any, of the following do you feel are not acceptable things 
for an animal rights organisation to do if it were protesting about the 
use of animals in research?

% Top 5 Not Acceptable

Destroy/Damage property

Send ‘hate mail’

Use physical violence against 
those involved in animal 
research

Verbally harass people

Use terrorist methods e.g. 
car bombs, mail bombs
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Q2 Summary Table      
 1999 2002 2005 2006 2007 
Conditional Acceptors  
- Agree with A, C, J or L 

84 90 89 88 89 

- Agree with A, C or L - 87 86 85 86 
Unconditional Acceptors  
- Agree with G or M 

32 45 56 56 58 

Objectors  
- Agree with E or K 

44 39 32 29 31 
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