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Abstract 

This retrospective study of 259 Taiwanese dog owners in 2004 addressed one of the major 

contributors to dog overpopulation in Taiwan: unsuccessful dog ownership. We found an inverse 

association between age of the dog at acquisition and risk of unsuccessful dog ownership: the 

younger the dog at acquisition the higher the risk. The incidence-proportion ratios (IPRs) of 

unsuccessful dog ownership for the owners who had a history of pet abandonment or losing a pet 

compared with those without such a history were 1.8 (95% confidence interval (CI) = 1.1, 3.0) 

and 2.1 (95% CI = 1.3, 3.3), respectively. Soiling (IPR = 2.0, 95% CI = 1.3, 3.1) and barking 

(IPR = 1.6, 95% CI = 1.0, 2.6) problems had the strongest effects on unsuccessful dog ownership 

among the post-acquisition variables studied. Preventing owners with a history of unsuccessful 

dog ownership from acquiring dogs was predicted to yield the largest reduction of risk of 

unsuccessful dog ownership among the investigated variables (population attributable 

fraction = 33%, 95% CI = 11%, 50%).  

Keywords: Dogs; Overpopulation; Relinquishment; Pet ownership; Human–Animal bond; 

Taiwan  

Corresponding author. Tel.: +1 530 752 8631; fax: +1 530 752 5845. 

1
 Current address: Department of Pathobiology, College of Veterinary Medicine, University of 

Illinois, 2001 S. Lincoln Avenue, Urbana, IL 61802, USA.  

 

 

Preventive Veterinary Medicine  
Volume 77, Issues 1-2, 17 November 2006, Pages 82-95  
 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TBK-4KJDWPF-2&_user=10&_coverDate=11%2F17%2F2006&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=d93f5f27b37a0abe418cc20b9d3ec9b5#fn1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TBK-4KJDWPF-2&_user=10&_coverDate=11%2F17%2F2006&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=d93f5f27b37a0abe418cc20b9d3ec9b5#implicit0
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TBK-4KJDWPF-2&_user=10&_coverDate=11%2F17%2F2006&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=d93f5f27b37a0abe418cc20b9d3ec9b5#implicit0
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TBK-4KJDWPF-2&_user=10&_coverDate=11%2F17%2F2006&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=d93f5f27b37a0abe418cc20b9d3ec9b5#implicit0
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TBK-4KJDWPF-2&_user=10&_coverDate=11%2F17%2F2006&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=d93f5f27b37a0abe418cc20b9d3ec9b5#implicit0
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01675877
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235145%232006%23999229998%23632204%23FLA%23&_cdi=5145&_pubType=J&_auth=y&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=65c99e86e8ce713ad95b1157bb4eceee
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TBK-4KJDWPF-2&_user=10&_coverDate=11%2F17%2F2006&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=d93f5f27b37a0abe418cc20b9d3ec9b5
mailto:phkass@ucdavis.edu
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TBK-4KJDWPF-2&_user=10&_coverDate=11%2F17%2F2006&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=d93f5f27b37a0abe418cc20b9d3ec9b5

