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Abstract

This paper presents a different approach to the welfare of working horses through the indicators of good
welfare, their interrelations and their relationships with the type of work performed by the horses. 697 working
horses were assessed by using observation, behavioural tests, clinical exams and questionnaires. The
correlated results highlight the complex and multiple interrelations between the good welfare indicators,
showing once again that animal welfare is under the influence of all its three dimensions (physical and
emotional wellbeing and naturalness). In working horses, the heavier the work they perform is, the more
important it is for horse owners/breeders/farmers to fulfil their inherent needs so as to help them cope with the
multiple specific risks imposed by their work.



