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Simple Summary: Understanding the public’s attitudes towards urban wildlife is an important step towards creating
management plans, increasing knowledge and awareness about wildlife, and fostering coexistence between people and
wildlife. Using undergraduate college students in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area (where coyotes are a recent arrival),
this study examined attitudes towards coyotes and coyote management methods. Amongst other findings, we found
differences in opinion between key demographic groups, and respondents grouped management methods into two
categories: methods that modified human behavior, and methods that had a direct impact on coyotes. Our results have
important implications for coyote management in urban areas.

Abstract: Understanding and assessing the public’s attitudes towards urban wildlife is an important step towards creating
management plans, increasing knowledge and awareness, and fostering coexistence between people and wildlife. We
conducted a survey of undergraduate college students in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area—where coyotes are recent
arrivals—to determine existing attitudes towards coyotes and coyote management methods. Amongst other findings, we
found that the more a person feared coyotes, the less likely they were to support their presence (p < 0.001), and the less
likely they were to believe that pet owners should be directly responsible for protecting their pets (p < 0.001). Respondents
demonstrated major gaps in their understanding of basic coyote biology and ecology. Respondents broke wildlife
management practices into two categories: those that involved an action on coyotes (both lethal or non-lethal; referred to as
“Coyote”), and those that restricted human behavior (referred to as “Human”); the “Human” methods were preferred. We
found important differences between key demographic groups in terms of attitudes and management preferences. Our study
suggests that wildlife professionals have unique opportunities in urban areas to prevent and reduce conflict before it
escalates, in part by targeting tailored outreach messages to various demographic and social groups.
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