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Abstract:
We investigated the extent to which personality match between dog and owner is related to pet satisfaction. Prior research shows that
owners relinquish dogs at a high rate, not only in the United States, but also in other countries. New procedures to match owners to
future pets could reduce the problem of homeless pets. These were developed after examining the literature to determine all possible
traits in dogs and conducting structured interviews to check for further traits. After doing this, 45 traits were determined, and two
surveys were created. One survey assessed the personality traits of the dog, and the other assessed the owner's personality traits. In
our study, 88 dog owners were asked to report their satisfaction with their self-selected dog and to describe their dog's personality
characteristics, based on eight dimensions. Correlations between dog satisfaction scores and dog-owner personality match revealed
four characteristics that were significantly associated with satisfaction: tendency to share possessions, love of running outside,
likeliness of being destructive, and ability to get along with others. These results suggest that prospective dog owners may want to
consider adopting dogs who match their personality on these characteristics. Matching the personality of dogs and their owners on a
few characteristics may predict owner satisfaction. This is important as it may reduce the number of dogs that are relinquished by
owners as well as the number of dogs left homeless each year.
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