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Abstract This paper highlights the voices and experiences of individuals who objected to animal dissection in
their high school science and biology classes. The data were collected via online surveys (n = 311), and 8 of
these participants took part in more in-depth telephone interviews. Participants were former students from
Ontario, Canada, who discussed their experiences with animal dissection in general, and objection to dissection
in particular, if applicable. The findings reveal that students who expressed objection to dissection experienced a
range of teacher responses, including pressure to participate, the request to join another group of students and
watch, the choice to use a dissection alternative, warnings of compromised grades, and other responses. The
study points to the importance of choice policies to ensure that dissection alternatives are available in
classrooms. In this way, students can select among different options of how they would like to learn, and
teachers can be prepared to accommodate those who choose not to dissect.
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