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Poll: Euthanasia to control shelter population
unpopular

LOS ANGELES – Seven in 10 pet owners say they believe animal shelters should be
allowed to euthanize animals only when they are too sick to be treated or too
aggressive to be adopted.

Only a quarter of the people who took part in a recent AP-
Petside.com poll said animal shelters should sometimes
be allowed to put animals down as a population control
measure.

Gisela Aguila, 51, of Miramar, Fla., believes shelter
animals should only be euthanized when there is no
chance they'll be adopted — for example, if they are
extremely ill or aggressive. "I don't think shelters should
be euthanizing animals to control the population," she
said.

MORE: Ariz. Humane Society changes policies after cat
killed
MORE: Animal welfare groups: Don't buy pet store
puppies

She'd like to see an end to shelters destroying animals
when they run out of room, saying, "We are way too
civilized of a society to allow this."

But Leslie Surprenant, 53, of Saugerties, N.Y., believes
shelters should be allowed to control populations. She
says no-kill shelters that only accept animals with good
prospects for adoption or that turn away animals once the
shelter reaches capacity do not solve the problem.

"That doesn't truly mean no-kill shelters. It means there
are more animals out on the streets being hit by cars and
starving and living in Dumpsters," said Surprenant, who
has two dogs and a cat. "It does not mean the general
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This photo courtesy of Best Friends Animal
Society shows Stray Moon, a boxer, left, and
Patagonia, a hound mix, as they play at the Best
Friends Animal Society in Kenab, Utah. Best
Friends Animal Society operates the country's
largest no-kill sanctuary for abandoned and
abused animals.
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population is lower; it just means that they've opted not to
kill."

Surprenant believes spaying and neutering is the way to go. In fact, higher rates of
spaying and neutering in recent decades have cut the number of abandoned puppies and
kittens, which in turn has cut euthanasia rates. Before 1970, about 20 million animals were
euthanized each year in this country. In 2011, fewer than 4 million abandoned animals
were euthanized.

Younger pet owners are most likely to favor no-kill policies, with 79 percent of those under
30 saying shelters should only euthanize animals that are untreatable or too aggressive,
compared with 67 percent of those age 50 or over saying that.

The poll results are encouraging to leaders of the nation's no-kill movement, who'd like to
see the U.S. become a "no-kill nation" with homes for every adoptable pet, and
euthanasia reserved only for extremely ill or aggressive animals.

Any plan will take teamwork between shelters with government contracts that must accept
every animal and the no-kill shelters that often only take animals they can help, said Ed
Sayres, president and CEO of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals.

Rich Avanzino, president of Alameda-based Maddie's Fund, pioneered no-kill in San
Francisco in the early '90s through a pact between the open-admission city shelter and the
local Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

"We are just a breath away from doing what is right for the animals," Avanzino said.

He believes the country can achieve no-kill status by 2015, partly due to corporate giving
to animal causes, which totaled about $30 million in 2010 and is expected to reach $70
million by 2015. That money can help with spaying, neutering and outreach, he said.

Public attitudes are also changing, with more people saying it's unacceptable for pets to
languish or die in an animal shelter, Avanzino said.

Avanzino pioneered the no-kill concept in San Francisco. Sayres succeeded him and
nurtured it, then went to New York and implemented it there in a much bigger way. The
model is the same, but instead of two partner agencies like in San Francisco, New York
has 155, Sayres said.

About 44,000 animals enter New York City shelters each year. Since Sayres has been
there, the euthanasia rate has dropped from 74 percent to 27 percent.

The ASPCA has also teamed up with 11 communities from Tampa, Fla., to Spokane,
Wash., in no-kill efforts, Sayres said.

He believes he will see a no-kill nation, at least for dogs, in his lifetime. Cats may take a
little longer because of the large feral population, he said.

The euthanasia issue attracted some attention this week when it was reported that a stray
cat being held at a West Valley City, Utah, animal shelter survived two trips to the shelter's
gas chamber. The shelter has stopped trying to kill the cat, named Andrea, and she has
been adopted. Shelter officials are investigating why the gassing failed.

Best Friends Animal Society operates the country's largest no-kill sanctuary for
abandoned and abused animals. The Kanab, Utah, preserve is home to 1,700 dogs, cats,
birds, rabbits, horses and wildlife undergoing rehabilitation, said Best Friends director
Gregory Castle.
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More than 800 grass-roots rescue organizations belong to Best Friends' No More
Homeless Pets Network and are working to make their communities no-kill, Castle said.
Attendance at an annual conference for network members has grown from 250 in 2001 to
1,300 last year.

The sanctuary's newest venture is a groundbreaking effort involving what Castle believes
is the largest public-private partnership ever forged in the no-kill movement.

Best Friends is going to operate a shelter for the Department of Animal Services in Los
Angeles as an adoption and spay and neuter center, he said. All animals will come from
six open-admission Los Angeles city shelters.

The coalition's initial goal is 3,000 adoptions and 6,000 sterilization procedures, Castle
said.

Differences in the varying no-kill campaigns are mostly a matter of nuance, Castle said,
and how you define sick and aggressive.

Nathan Winograd, director of the Oakland-based No Kill Advocacy Center, believes 95
percent of all animals entering shelters can be adopted or treated. And even though the
other 5 percent might be hopelessly injured, ill or vicious, he said they should not all be
doomed.

Some, if not most of them, can be cared for in hospice centers or sanctuaries, he said. As
for pit bulls and other dogs with aggressive reputations, he said shelters need to do a
better job of trying to find them homes.

The AP-Petside.com Poll was conducted Oct. 13-17, 2011, by GfK Roper Public Affairs
and Corporate Communications. It involved landline and cellphone interviews with 1,118
pet owners. Results among pet owners have a margin of sampling error of plus or minus
3.6 percentage points.

———

AP Global Director of Polling Trevor Tompson, Deputy Director of Polling Jennifer Agiesta
and News Survey Specialist Dennis Junius contributed to this report.

———

Online: http://www.petside.com/no-kill-shelters
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Hannah Bauchat · OVERNIGHT NURSE at VCA Animal Specialty Center of South Carolina
As a shelter worker, I can't say this article did anything but infuriate me. Do you really think we
euthanize dogs because thats what we find the ideal system? I'm sure half the people voting on
that poll have unaltered dogs that "never go outside" or " aren't the problem" "are purebred"--
point the figure somewhere else. Completely nonproductive. What idiot doesn't want dogs to stop
dying...this talks NOTHING of solution.
Reply · Like · January 6 at 1:11pm

Gina Niemeyer · Cornell, Wisconsin
Before saying that it is the shelters fault for "killing" the unadoptable pets. How about looking up
the laws attached to other bills that passed like its more valuable to shelters to "kill" non-perfect
pets than it is to treat and hope to find homes for the non-perfect pets. Personally I feel that
unadoptable to fund wipeout cases should have the options to letting the animal go. gassing no
injection yes.
Reply · Like · January 5 at 6:34pm

Tina Clark · Owner at Furry Faces In-Home Animal Care
Karen, there is a choice, it's called the No Kill Equation. Look it up. Dan, mandatory spay is not
part of the solution, it hasn't reduced the killing anywhere it's been implemented. And evryone,
please please PLEASE, an we stop using the word "euthanasia" to refer to killing for space? That is
NOT euthanasia.
Reply · Like · January 5 at 3:28pm

Hannah Bauchat · OVERNIGHT NURSE at VCA Animal Specialty Center of South Carolina
Of course it has...all of the northeast US that has stricter spay neuter laws have a
serious decrease in their shelter population. And I fail to see how euthanasia isn't
euthanasia. So now euthanasia techs at shelters who are doing one of the most
miserable jobs on earth are suddenly 'killers' because other people can't keep their
desire for purebreds or an extra buck on craigslist in check?
Reply · Like · January 6 at 1:13pm

Karen Lockinger Greenberg · Teacher at Paragon science academy
I understand that putting animals down for lack of space isn't ideal. What other choice do we
have? We simply don't have room. Having worked with several rescue groups the foster homes are
already stretched as far as possible. There has to be a different solution.
Reply · Like · January 5 at 8:33am

Dan Greenberg · Classified
Duh! stop the one's causing the problems in the first place. Lets have some regulation
on the breeding of more dogs! otherwise i hope we are getting a good deal on the
drugs we use to put down the unwanted ones...
Reply · Like · January 5 at 2:46pm
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