ScienceDirect - Applied Animal Behaviour Science : Keeping horses in groups: A review 12/26/11 10:31 PM

Hub ScienceDirect = Scopus Applications Register | Login | Goto Scival Suite

You have Guest access to ScienceDirect
Find out more...

All fields Author Advanced search

Journal/Book title Volume Issue Page Search ScienceDirect Search tips

tﬂ‘?ﬁ International Congress
Y&l Good Practice in Traditional Chinese Medicine
wwatmess  April 15-18, 2012 -Leiden, The Netherlands

Purchase Export citation

Abstract Article References Related Articles

. Behavioural observations of reintroduced Takhi or Przew...
Applied Animal Behaviour Science
Effects of enrichment items on activity and social inte...
Applied Animal Behaviour Science

. Identifying potential risk situations for humans whenr...
Applied Animal Behaviour Science

. Does attention make the difference? Horses’ response ...
Journal of Veterinary Behavior: Clinical Applications a...

Review , How Do Horses Appraise Humans' Actions? A Brief Note
ov...
Journal of Equine Veterinary Science

Applied Animal Behaviour Science
In Press, Corrected Proof - Note to users

doi:10.1016/j.applanim.2011.10.004 | How to Cite or Link Using DOI
Permissions & Reprints

Keeping horses in groups: A review

P View more related articles

N/
Elke Hartmann?, Eva Sendergaard®™ 1, Linda J. Keeling® & =

a Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Dept. of Animal Environment o Related reference work articles e.g. encyclopedias
and Health, P.O. Box 7068, 750 07 Uppsala, Sweden \J] Purchase
. Groups,'SocioIogy of ) ) )
b University of Aarhus, Dept. of Animal Health and Bioscience, P.O. Box International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavior...
50, 8830 Tjele, Denmark 4.01 - Introduction

- Comprehensive Biotechnology
Training of Animals

Accepted 2 October 2011. Available online 10 November 2011. * Encyclopedia of Animal Behavior
. Group Psychotherapy
Abstract Encyclopedia of Psychotherapy
" . . , Formative Assessment and Instructional Planning
Although husbandry conditions for horses have improved over the last decades, many horses are still International Encyclopedia of Education

kept singly with limited or no physical contact to other horses. This is surprising, given the fact that
keeping horses in groups is recognised best to fulfil their physical and behavioural needs, especially
their need for social contact with conspecifics, as well as to have a beneficial effect on horse—human
interactions during training.
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Group housing of farm animals is widely applied in practice. As a consequence, scientists have
investigated numerous aspects of group housing to help further improve animal welfare and human—
animal interactions under these conditions. However, compared to this literature available in farm
animals, and the plentiful studies conducted of feral horse populations, there is much less done when
it comes to the management of horses kept in groups in the domestic environment. In particular,
limited scientific information is available into the effect of group size and group composition on
behaviour and methods of introducing new horses into established groups, even though problems
related to social integration are repeatedly taken as arguments against keeping horses in groups.

This review, therefore, aims to provide an overview of the current scientific knowledge regarding
keeping horses in groups. Furthermore, it aims to give insight into whether or not some of the
concerns related to keeping horses in groups are justified and to review scientifically based solutions
that could be useful in practice to improve horse welfare and human safety.
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