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Chapter 20
The Pet Attitude Scale

Donald I. Templer and Hiroko Arikawa

The Pet Attitude Scale

It was the intention of the authors that this chapter be a resource of test and measures
for the reader. The name of the Pet Adtitude Scale (PAS) (Templer, Salter, Dickey,
Baldwin, & Veleber, 1981), apy ly the first published scale that
human-animal bonding, reflects the fact that it was developed three decades ago.
If it were constructed today, it would be more appropriately called the Companion
Animal Attitude Scale, The word “pet” often implies subordinate status, The litera-
ture cited by Templer et al. (1981) also reflects the era in which it was written. For
onc thing, the quantity of literature cited was rather sparse. Since that time the lit-
erature on human-animal relationships has increased greatly. Second, the literature
cited pertains to the benefits to the psychological and physical health of humans.
Thirty years ago there was much less emphasis on animal welfare.

The intended purpose of the Pet Attitude Scale was to develop a psychometric
instrument to measure this construct. The first part of this chapter pertains to the
construction and validation of the instrument. The second part pertains to what has
been learned about companion animal attitude on the basis of subsequent research
with this instrument. There are numerous correlations and group differences that
provide gful and coh ferences. The third part of the chapter pertains
to other animal attitude instruments. The fourth is the summary,

Construction and Validation

The first step in the construction of the Pet Attitude Scale was to devise 43 seven-
point Likert Scale items that appeared to assess attitude toward pets. These items
were intended to reflect both positive and negative cognition and emotion in a variety
of contexts. These items were administered to 92 psychology class undergraduates

DI Templer (=) {Retired)
Alliant Interational University, Fresno, CA, USA
c-mail: donaldiempler@sbeglobal net

C. Blazina et al. (eds.). The Psychology of the Human-Animal Bond, 335
DOI 10.1007/978-1-4419-9761-6_20, © Springer Science+Business Media, LLC 2011

2011 - Psychology Schools
Top Psychology Schools Near You. Enter Your Zip & Request Info Now!

Schools.com/Psychology
AdChoices [>

Share this Item

email citeulike Connotea

Delicious

Frequently asked questions  General info on journals and books  Send us your feedback Impressum Contact us
Privacy, Disclaimer, Terms & Conditions, and Copyright Info



