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Broiler chickens (raised for their meat) are produced by the millions in industrial facilities concentrated in just a handful of states, and
much of the waste they produce ends up polluting the nation’s waterways. These are just two issues highlighted in Pew’s new report “Big
Chicken: Pollution and Industrial Poultry Production in America” (PDF). Related Resources
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“In just over 50 years, the broiler industry has been transformed from more than one million small farms spread across the country to a ¢ Fress Release

limited number of massive factory-style operations concentrated in 15 states,” said Karen Steuer, who directs Pew’s efforts to reform « Videos: Broilers and the
industrial animal agriculture. “This growth has harmed the environment, particularly water, because management programs for chicken Chesapeake
waste have not kept pace with output.” « Polluting Poultry in the
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The report compiles and analyzes 50 years of federal and state government data to describe a business that has
been remade by industrialization. Key findings include:

« In less than 60 years, the number of broiler chickens raised yearly has skyrocketed 1,400 percent, from 580
million in the 1950s to nearly nine billion today.

« Over the same period, the number of producers has plummeted by 98 percent, from 1.6 million to just over
27,000 and concentrated in just 15 states.

« The size of individual operations has grown dramatically. Today, the typical broiler chicken comes from a
facility that raises more than 600,000 birds a year.

“Big Chicken” describes the emergence of concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) and the environmental
impact of this industrial-scale production. The process creates massive amounts of broiler litter, the mix of manure
and bedding taken out of the CAFO. Growers typically dispose of litter by spreading it on open fields or cropland, but
when it is over-applied or poorly managed, rain washes it into streams and rivers, causing significant water-quality
problems.

A case in point is the Chesapeake Bay, which is infused with excess nutrients generated by broiler litter from the
adjacent Delmarva Peninsula. Maryland and Delaware alone produce roughly 523 million chickens a year, along
with an estimated 42 million cubic feet of litter—enough to fill the U.S. Capitol dome nearly 50 times annually, or

almost once a week.

“The environmental consequences of the broiler business’s explosive growth are especially profound in the



Chesapeake Bay, one of the nation’s most important, scenic and threatened bodies of water,” said Robert Martin,
an expert on industrial animal agriculture reform at the Pew Environment Group. “Instead of working to limit the
effects of all this chicken waste, the industry has fought to avoid responsibility for cleaning up one of our national
treasures.”

To address the environmental toll of industrialized poultry production, the Pew Environment Group recommends:

« Limits on the density of animal production based on the capacity of crops to absorb nutrients in a given area,
especially in areas without alternatives to managing the animal waste.

» Shared financial and legal responsibility between poultry growers and corporate integrators (the large
corporations that contract with growers) for managing waste.

« Monitoring and regulation of waste transported off CAFO sites.
« Requirements for all medium and large CAFOs to obtain Clean Water Act permits.
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The Rise of Industrial-Scale Chicken Production

Video  Jul 29, 2011

The broiler industry has changed drastically over the last 50 years and now produces more than 8 billion birds—an increase of more than 1400%.... More

How Chicken Litter Becomes a Water Pollutant

Video  Jul 29, 2011

The manure produced by the hundreds of thousands of chickens within a single concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFO) carries serious negative consequences for water
quality in and around these CAFO-dense regions.... More

The Poultry Industry's Threat to the Chesapeake

Video Jul 28, 2011

There are hotspots along the Broiler Belt with even greater concentrations of poultry operations. Nowhere has the problem of managing broiler manure waste and its associated
pollution become more evident than in parts of Maryland and Delaware, known as the Delmarva Peninsula.... More

Poultry Waste Having Negative Impact On Local Waterways
Media Coverage  Jul 28, 2011

(WAMU) As poultry consumption continues to rise, some worry about the effects of all that chicken waste on the local environment.... More

Your Chicken Nuggets Are Killing Your Crab Cakes

Media Coverage  Jul 28, 2011

(Mother Jones) Every year in the Chesapeake Bay, an algae bloom spreads out, sucking oxygen out of the water and destroying fish habitat.... More

Report Tallies 'Big Chicken' Toll on Bay

Media Coverage  Jul 27, 2011

(Baltimore Sun) A new report says the industrialization of poultry farming over the last several decades is a major source of pollution fouling the Chesapeake Bay and other
waterways around the country.... More

Industry Groups Criticize Pew Report Calling for Poultry Waste Disposal Alternatives

Media Coverage  Jul 27, 2011

(Washington Post) Industry groups are ctiticizing a new report on the environmental impact of waste from poultry operations.... More

Pew Report Describes Water Pollution Caused by U.S. Poultry Production

Press Release  Jul 26, 2011

Broiler chickens are produced by the millions in industrial facilities concentrated in just a handful of states, and much of the waste they produce ends up polluting the nation’s
waterways. These are just two issues highlighted in a new report released today by the Pew Environment Group.... More

Clean Water at Risk: Take Action to Oppose H.R. 2018

Other Resource  Jul 26, 2011

The Clean Water Act, one of our nation’s most important environmental protection laws, is under threat from H.R. 2018, the Clean Water Cooperative Federalism Act of 2011. Find
out more and take action.... More

Clean Water at Risk

Action Alert  Jul 25, 2011

The Clean Water Act (CWA) is one of our nation’s most important environmental protection laws—helping to ensure that rivers, streams, lakes and bays are protected from pollution
regardless of state and regional boarders. Take Action! Urge your U.S. Senators to protect our water and oppose any efforts to remove the EPA’s oversight authority.... More

Industrial Animal Agriculture: A Broken System

Fact Sheet  Jul 21, 2011

Over the past 50 years, the raising of animals for food in the United States has shifted from traditional, diversified family farms to an industrialized system reliant on concentrated
animal feeding operations (CAFOs). This change has primarily been led by large companies, known as integrators, that control every aspect of production while ensuring that
regulations remain minimal and farmers bear the brunt of the responsibility for waste management. ... More



