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Abstract 

This review addresses the scientific, ethical and economic factors that impact on the welfare of 

farm animals. Respect for animals within the food chain is considered within the context of an 

ethical matrix that affords respect according to the principles of wellbeing, autonomy and justice 

to consumers, farm animals, farmers and the living environment. The welfare of a farm animal 

depends on its ability to sustain fitness and avoid suffering. The responsibility of the farmer is to 

make provision for good welfare through good husbandry; he cannot ensure good welfare. 

Improvements to farm animal welfare can only come about within the context of the forces that 

drive the free market. In essence, consumers need to afford a greater extrinsic value to farm 

animals. The costs to farmers of legislation to impose higher animal welfare standards are 

substantial but the cost to consumers can be very small. The responsibility is therefore on the 

consumer to convert an expressed desire for higher welfare standards into an effective demand. 

A promising route to encourage and fulfil this demand is through welfare-based quality 

assurance schemes with quality control ensured by independent audit. At present, audit protocols 

are based largely on identification of the elements of good husbandry. Ultimately we need a 

further independent audit to ensure that the outcome of these perceived elements of good 

husbandry is, in fact, good animal welfare.  

Author Keywords: Animal welfare; ethical analysis; economics, quality control. 

 
The Veterinary Journal 
Volume 161, Issue 3, May 2001, Pages 229-237  

 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/10900233
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%237163%232001%23998389996%23289417%23FLP%23&_cdi=7163&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=9421afac0f0d4ea570de7bea71ce81bc
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/10900233
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%237163%232001%23998389996%23289417%23FLP%23&_cdi=7163&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=9421afac0f0d4ea570de7bea71ce81bc

