
Veterinarians and animal  welfare—A New Zealand perspective  

Catherine H. B. Smith
*
 

New Zealand Veterinary Association, PO Box 11-212, Manners Street, Wellington, New 

Zealand 

Abstract 

Veterinarians are involved in, and contribute to, animal  welfare policy and practice in New 

Zealand. Professional obligations for veterinarians in New Zealand are given in a Guide to 

Professional Conduct. Veterinary involvement in animal  welfare is described. The New 

Zealand Veterinary Association has taken several initiatives and the contributions of the 

veterinary profession to various animal  welfare activities are detailed with examples such as 

financial support, policy development, representation, international contacts and continuing 

education. Educational initiatives have been made, and educational support for veterinarians is 

available. New Zealand veterinarians have interacted with other animal  welfare agencies, the 

public (both farming community and companion animal  owners), and animal  rights groups. 

A sample of the results of a public (including farmers and veterinarians) attitudes survey to 

animal  welfare carried out in New Zealand in 1994 is presented. The paper concludes with a 

definition of animal  welfare, and a description of the training of a veterinarian appropriate to 

the optimisation of animal  welfare. 

Article Outline 

1. Introduction 

2. Professional and ethical obligations 

3. Legislation 

4. The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 

5. Ministerial advisory committees 

6. The New Zealand Veterinary Association [NZVA] 

6.1. Objects of NZVA 

6.2. Financial contribution to animal welfare 

6.3. Animal welfare policy development 

6.4. Representation 

6.5. International contacts 

6.6. Continuing education for veterinarians 

7. Animal welfare in veterinary education 

8. The veterinarians' contribution to improving animal welfare 

8.1. Interaction with other animal welfare agencies 

8.2. Interaction with animal rights groups 

8.3. Veterinary/client interaction on welfare issues 

8.4. The veterinarian in conservation and vertebrate pest control 

9. Animal welfare issues and attitudes survey 1994 

10. Conclusion 

11. Further reading 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a#cor*
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc2
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc3
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc4
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc5
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc6
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc7
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc8
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc9
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc10
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc11
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc12
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc13
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc14
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc15
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc16
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc17
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc18
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc19
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc20
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#toc21
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=4377c547cb966ded2758fa178e3d8c16&searchtype=a


Acknowledgements 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6T48-3V4KN2B-1T&_user=10&_coverDate=08%2F31%2F1998&_alid=1622204027&_rdoc=18&_fmt=full&_orig=search&_origin=search&_cdi=4968&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1633933&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=1a024c4b8dd7c0988637f8f19889b58d&searchtype=a#ack1

