
Through a Freedom of Information Act request, NEAVS/Project R&R has learned that 62 chimpanzees 
have died at the Alamogordo Primate Facility (APF) between 2001 and 2010.   

 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) has come under fire in recent months because, after nine years of 
being housed at the APF, a holding facility at which no research took place, the NIH has decided to transfer 
all 186 APF chimpanzees to the Southwest National Primate Research Center in Texas, where they will be 
offered for use nationwide in invasive hepatitis, cancer, autoimmune disease, and other research.   
 
The chimpanzee deaths at APF attest to the grim realities of their lives in laboratories and the toll 
it takes on them: 

 Elders such as 49-year-old Maxwell, 46-year-old Josam, and 44-year-old Susie likely spent their 

entire lives in a laboratory and never got the chance to be safe living in sanctuary. 

 Causes of death ranged from sudden cardiac failure, to acute kidney and liver failure, to multiple 

organ failure in 20-year-old Muna.  Rex, only 16, died from generalized septicemia and pneumonia.  
Marla died from an “anesthetic reaction” at the age of 22.   

 Shockingly, three male chimpanzees, Jerome, Ritchie, and 10-year-old Snoy, died within a day of 
each other in January 2004 from “accidental electrocution.”  

The chimpanzees currently at APF have little time left due to their ages and health conditions.  
Join us in calling upon the NIH (see Take Action below) to halt the Alamogordo transfer and to 
retire all remaining chimpanzees to sanctuary before it’s too late.   
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DOB 
1/18/1985 

1/1/1993 

2/6/1979 

1/1/1961 

4/22/1981 

 

2/10/1981 

10/14/1988 

9/17/1978 

8/10/1975 

12/9/1982 

1/1/1967 

8/14/1985 

1/1/1969 

4/17/1985 

 

1/1/1970 

11/3/1983 

 

2/9/1977 

10/1/1962 

10/25/1973 

3/26/1987 
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DOD 
7/4/2010 

5/22/2010 

4/27/2010 
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4/7/2010 
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Cause of Death 
Acute renal failure  

Sudden cardiac death 

Hepatocellular carcinoma 

Sudden cardiac death 

Coccidiomycosis affecting  

multiple organs 

Cardiomyopathy 

Cerebral vascular insult 

Hemorrhagic cerebral insult 

Sudden cardiac death 

Sudden cardiac death 

Thromboembolism 

Hemorrhagic cerebral insult 

Intestinal mass 

Coccidiomycosis affecting  

vertebral stability 

Hemorrhagic cerebral insult 

Coccidiomycosis resulting in  

pancreatic mass/insufficiency 

Thrombolytic cerebral insult 

Sudden cardiac death 

Sudden cardiac death 

Diaphragmatic degeneration 

resulting  

in pulmonary fibrosis  

and decompensation 

Sudden cardiac death 

http://my.neavs.org/site/R?i=pcARVeOY0YfrmJdE3X10Ew..
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1/1/1965 

4/2/1969 

1/1/1963 

 

7/16/1989 

11/28/1971 

1/1/1973 

12/31/1983 

 

6/15/1977 

1/6/1976 

1/16/1983 

12/1/1974 

6/16/1972 

10/22/1981 

7/25/1976 

10/9/1978 

11/28/1967 

4/20/1985 

10/1/1985 

8/18/1983 

8/11/1981 

7/25/1983 

2/19/1993 

3/27/1990 

4/28/1978 

7/20/1983 

5/13/1982 

 

9/7/1986 

 

1/1/1966 

7/9/1986 

1/1/1963 

7/8/1967 

10/1/1973 

12/9/1982 

5/20/1977 

1/1/1962 

1/7/1985 

2/16/1977 

6/23/1987 

4/26/1983 

12/13/1986 

12/29/2007 
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4/15/2007 
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10/23/2005 

9/14/2005 
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Cardiomyopathy 

Sudden cardiac death 

Multiple thromboemboli 

Neoplastic growths throughout  

cardiopulmonary system 

Cardiac/respiratory arrest 

Renal failure 

Cardiomyopathy 

Anesthetic reaction Overweight  

and hypertensive 

Sudden cardiac death 

Sudden cardiac death 

Sudden cardiac death 

Thrombolytic cerebral insult 

Sudden cardiac death 

Sudden cardiac death 

Renal failure 

Hepatic failure 

Thromboembolism 

Sudden cardiac death 

Hepatic failure 

Sudden cardiac death 

Accidental electrocution 

Accidental electrocution 

Accidental electrocution 

Renal failure 

Sudden cardiac death 

Pulmonary hemorrhage 

Multiple organ failure History  

of chronic hepatic and renal 

disease 

Generalized septicemia  

and pneumonia 

Renal failure 

Renal failure 

Complications due to 

hypopituitarism 

Cardiomyopathy 

Cardiomyopathy 

Renal failure 

Thromboembolism 

Cardiomyopathy 

Cardiomyopathy 

Renal failure 

Hepatic failure 

Renal failure 

Renal failure 



 
 
On behalf of the Alamogordo chimpanzees, we urge you to contact Dr. Francis Collins, Director of the 
National Institutes of Health and ask that NIH reconsider the misguided decision to transfer the 186 APF 
chimpanzees into invasive research and to instead retire them into sanctuary.  Remind him that these 
chimpanzees have little time left and deserve the safety and comforts of sanctuary before it’s too late. 

To contact Dr. Collins: 

1. Send our automated appeal letter 

2. Write 

Dr. Francis Collins, Director 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

 

3. Call 
301-496-2433 
To help us track our progress please log your call. 

 

4. Email  
francis.collins@nih.gov 
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