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Abstract:

Sterilization of companion animals is in most cases an expression of the caretaker's will.
However, little is known about caretakers' attitudes toward pet sterilization in general—these can
influence their decision to sterilize their own animals. Three hundred and twelve Romanian
caretakers of non-sterilized companion animals (194 women and 118 men) were surveyed before
the implementation of a pet management program in Transylvania, the North-Western part of
Romania. The caretakers were administered a questionnaire that gathered demographic data and
measured their general attitude toward pet sterilization and their attitude toward the sterilization
of their own pet (male or female). Questionnaires were filled in by caretakers of 202 dogs and
110 cats. Romanian pet owners showed an overall level of slight disagreement toward the
sterilization of companion animals. Gender-biased attitudes of the Romanian caretakers toward
the sterilization of their own pets emerged only when the sex of the animals was taken into
consideration, regardless of the type of pet. Romanian men disagreed with neutering male pets
while Romanian women were more likely to agree with neutering male pets. No gender
difference was detected regarding the spaying of female pets, with both genders showing a slight
level of disagreement. The results are discussed from sociological, anthropological, and
evolutionary perspectives.
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